
 
 

10 September 2018 
 
Dear WA Immunisation Provider, 
 
Recent meningococcal infections in young children in WA warrant urgent recall of 1-4 
year olds for vaccinations for MenACWY vaccination – especially Aboriginal children 
 
Earlier this year the WA Department of Health began offering free Meningococcal ACWY 
vaccine to all children 1 to 4 years of age.  This program was introduced because there was 
a sharp increase in meningococcal infections in our State in 2017.  
 
I am writing to you now because, as of 8 September, WA has had: 
 

► 12 confirmed meningococcal infections among children less than 5 years of age (up 
from 8 for this same period last year).   

 

► 10 of the 12 infections were caused by meningococcal strain W (the remaining two were 
type B infections in very young infants). 

 

► 9 of the 10 children with meningococcal W infection were greater than 1 year of 
age but had not yet received their free dose of MenACWY vaccine.   

 

► 9 of the 12 infections have occurred in Aboriginal children, 6 of whom were from 
metropolitan Perth.  

    
This means that the rate of meningococcal infection among Aboriginal children aged 
less than five is currently 50 times the rate among non-Aboriginal children.  
 
Data from the Australia Immunisation Register show that WA providers have done a 
remarkable job so far in immunising 70,548 children aged 1-4 years with MenACWY 
vaccine. 
 
Having said that, almost half (49%) of the children eligible for a free MenACWY vaccine 
have not yet been vaccinated; the proportion still unvaccinated is even greater for Aboriginal 
children, i.e. 56%.      
 
So I am asking you to do more.  Please contact the parents of children 1-4 years of age in 
your practice who still have not been protected against meningococcal ACWY and ask them 
to bring their child in for their free vaccination.  Given their elevated risk, it is especially 
important that we make every effort to immunise young Aboriginal children against invasive 
meningococcal ACWY disease.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing efforts to prevent life-threatening meningococcal disease in WA.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Professor Paul Effler, FAFPHM 
Medical Advisor  
Communicable Disease Control Directorate 
Department of Health, Western Australia 


